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National University of Singapore’s Japanese Studies Society (NUS JSS) is glad to have hosted
Aomori High School’s students on 17 January 2019. The collaboration consisted of small group
presentations by the students of Aomori High School and followed by a feedback session by the
students of NUS JSS.

Based on the post-event feedback from participating NUS students, all NUS students felt that
Aomori High School students have a good command of the English language. This enabled all
students to share and critique ideas with ease in a friendly atmosphere.

The projects were impressive as their ideas were innovative, fresh and well thought out. The
careful consideration and planning undertaken by Aomori High School students displayed
maturity of thought and critical thinking. Furthermore, their ideas were very substantial and
marketable. It was clear that thorough research had been done to consider the views and interests
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of relevant stakeholders.

We also observed that Aomori High School students were self-motivated learners. They
readily asked questions and were receptive to our suggestions, highlighting their passion for
learning.

Overall, I would say that this session was highly successful as it facilitated the exchange of
ideas and knowledge between NUS and Aomori High School. Through mutual understanding,
cooperation and innovation, all students shared ideas and learnt from one another. Once again,
we would like to thank you for involving us in this programme.
by Teresa Tan
President of 36th Executive Committee of Japanese Studies Society
National University of Singapore
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As always, it's been a great pleasure to see the work of the students. On my previous visit, |
watched presentations on the proposals students have made for their fieldwork project and offered
suggestions for improvement. (I even had the opportunity to see some of the students’ presentations
again at the Education Center for a separate event.) Thus, on the second day of presentations, I was
looking forward to how they improved.

Last week I advised on the presentations on Cardboard Box Shelters, Keeping Crows Away
from Garbage, and Preventing Food Waste with Kids. What I admire about the teams is that they
took the suggestions to heart and displayed more confidence in delivering their content in their
non-native language. I especially appreciated how the students handled set-backs in research and
the challenge to use English abroad.

Overall, the projects have been a success. Having the material emailed to my offices was a
great help. I was able to review the students’ research, and make notes during the presentation.
Some suggestions I have include the following.
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1) Have Peter conduct a native English check on some of the powerpoints.

2) Encourage audiences (students) to be participative in asking questions

3) Have presenters practice answer critical thinking answers in English. It's also important for
presenters to announce "Please give us a few seconds as we discuss it as a team."

A great job to the students! It's because of inspiring students like the SGH participants that
ALTs are motivated to fulfill their roles. I see a bright future for the participants as they apply
themselves globally.
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