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On June 22", 2016, SGH course students (26 students)
held a workshop, inviting 26 foreign people as lecturers;
they included CIRs (Coordinators for International
Relations), ALTs (Assistant Language Teachers) and
overseas students from Aomori Chuo Gakuin University
(ACGU).

The students interviewed lecturers one-on-one in
English, and could get many frank opinions about the
sightseeing spots in Aomori, the traditional artwork, the
agricultural and forestry marine products and so on.

It was really a fantastic opportunity for the students to
polish their presentation and communication skills.
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On July 18, 2016, the luxury liner Diamond Princess
stopped at Aomori, and our SGH course students
acted as voluntary interpreters for foreign passengers.
The students also conducted questionnaire surveys to
collect data for their project research.

During the lecture of the previous week, the students
learned the points to keep in mind as an interpreter, but
it seemed more difficult than they had expected,
because the English pronunciation of the passengers
varied. The students conducted lots of surveys in
English, too.
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On May 30t and 315, 2016, Professor Shinji
Kajitani of the Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences, College of Arts and Sciences at The
University of Tokyo, gave us group workshops
entitled “Philosophy Talks .

It is said that the Japanese are not good at
arguments. In this workshop, our students learned
to listen to others carefully, to think about others’
opinions and to add their own opinions to them.
Also, by thinking about things deeply, our students
experienced philosophical thinking for the first time.
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On May 13th, 2016, Mr. Toshiaki Mikuriya, the head of
Akita International University’s career development
center, gave us a lecture entitled “What is to be
global?” Based on the results of the personnel training
programs that Akita International University is
implementing, Mr. Mikuriya talked about the reasons
why global thinking and viewpoints are needed, the
meaning of understanding and experiencing different
cultures, what kind of abilities are required for high
school students before entering universities and so on.
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